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From the Desk of 
Pastor Mews

LIFE TOGETHER
This February 3-5, I attended Doxology II Conference in Donaldson, IN. Doxology is a

ministry that offers continual care training and professional growth for Lutheran pastors.

It’s my sixth such conference; I’ve attended four since my arrival at SJL six years ago. This

year’s conference was “Life Together; Pastoral Care in the Communio Sanctorum”.

“Communio Sanctorum” is Latin for “Communion of Saints.” One presentation called “The

Communio Sanctorum in the Congregation” shared some unique insights that can be a

blessing to us.  Drawing from Rev. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic book, Life Together, the

presenter shared threats to the Christian community. These are:

1. Gossip, or the ministry of silence, or holding one’s tongue. Even under the guise of will,

gossip is the spirit of hatred that creeps in and seeks to create mischief. 

2. Arrogance and the ministry of meekness. If one wishes to serve they must think little of

themselves. Each person is placed in a community to serve, not to assert themselves. 

3. Not being understood, the ministry of listening. Too often people can’t have other

Christians listen to them, when one is too busy talking. If one doesn’t listen to a fellow

Christian, often times one does not listen to God. Without listening, there can be chatter

and shallow pious words. 

4. Lack of purpose or the ministry of helpfulness. A church is a linked chain in which the

weakest link serves a unique purpose. The weak need the strong as much as the strong

need the weak. Every member is useful and needs a definite task to perform for the

community. 

5. Unforgiveness/judgment, the ministry of burden-bearing. Each Christian is to bear

another’s burden; no one is an object to be manipulated.  When one carries the burden of

another, one experiences the cross and fulfills the law of Christ. 



Mews’ August Sermons

MINISTRY MATTERS FROM PASTOR MEWS:

1. OHIO: DISTRICT/NW OHIO/PROFESSIONAL GROWTH: Pastor attended the Circuit
meeting on 2/11 at COS. The Pastors’ Circuit Meeting will be on 3/11 at St. John.
Rick Baldwin is our lay rep. for OH District Conv., 6/22-6/24 at St. John Lutheran.
Dublin, Ohio. Attended Doxology II, “Life Together,” from 2/3-2/5 in Donaldson,
IN. 
2. PERSONAL: Will be on vacation from 4/21 to 4/25. Will return to see Father in
February. Pastoral care available. Daughter Kaitlynn broke her foot, possible trips
to MI for her.
3. OFFICIAL ACTS: Continue to lead monthly worship services at Laurels, 2/23/25
and 3/16/25.  Upcoming Official Acts:  Marriage of Mike Saxton and Vickie
Hestermann on 5/17 at 2:30 p.m. Marriage of Megan Engel and Austin Habegger,
6/21 at 3:00 p.m. 

6. Absence of the Word/ministry of proclaiming. The more we hear God’s Word with

humility and gratefulness, even its admonishments and reproaches, the more we can

speak it ourselves.

7. Abuse of power/the ministry of authority and office. There is no cult of personality

which elevates the qualities, virtues and talents of another. While these may be spiritual

in nature, it has no place in the Christian community and poisons the Communio

Sanctorum. 

8. Communalism/Fellowship for its own sake. This fellowship is not an individual refuge

for those running away from personal issues, no matter how spiritual. Such a person is

not seeking community, but a distraction to forget his concerns; this can be a poison to

community. 

9. Individualism. Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ;

no community is more or less than this. We belong to one another only in and  through

Jesus. Christianity can only be learned, shared and make sense in a community. 

As you read through these, were there any that applied to you? Do you see some of these

in our congregation or among family members in the faith? As we mature in Christ, these

can become more robust and evident. As sinners and saints, we mature into this. Jesus,

through His perfect life, death and resurrection, graciously brings us into this

Communion for life on this earth and life forever. 

In Christ’s service, Pastor Kurt F. Mews



 2025 St. John Lutheran Lent and Easter Theme and Worship Services:
Gathered by the waters of Babylon, Judean exiles wistfully wondered: “Is God for real? If

so, does He really care about us? What does our future hold? Will this ever change?” God’s

people had watched their world shatter into a million pieces. They were demoralized and

disillusioned. Their disaster looked terminal.

Do you feel this way? Does it look as though your current problems are more than you can

bear? Do you find yourself asking: “Why did this happen? Why did God allow it? Is there

any order in the world? Will God really deliver on what He said?”

Isaiah answers these questions in chapters 40–55 of his book. He announces that just when

Israel’s history seemed closed and controlled by hopeless Babylonian imperial policy, to

the shock and surprise of everyone the Lord will stir up a king named Cyrus and a new

exodus will explode in the desert! A Servant will be wounded for our transgressions and

crushed for our iniquities. And barren Zion will be given so many children that, like the old

woman in the shoe, she won’t know what to do! Standing behind these marvelous promises

is God’s almighty Word:  “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will

stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). The exiles are going home!

That’s why we are “Singing with the Exiles” as they are restored to their home. 

This Lent, Isaiah 40–55 will shape us as we . . .“Sing with the Exiles!” 

Plan now to sing with the exiles as we learn from Isaiah to walk the Lenten way to the cross

and to the empty tomb. God promises to turn our weeping into joy and our present pain into

an endless Alleluia!
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Pastor Mews’ March Sermons 

March 1-2, Transfiguration,   “Behind the Curtain”               Deuteronomy 34:1-12      
          Face-to-Face with Christ       

March 5, ASH WEDNESDAY,         “God Has a Word for That”       Isaiah 41:14-16
LENT 

March 8-9, 1st SUN IN LENT,   “Forbidden Fruit Makes Bad Jam”       Luke 4:1-13   
                         Temptation / Victory in Christ 

March 12, MIDWEEK, LENT 1, “He Only Has Eyes for You”               Isaiah 43:1-7
LENT

March 15-16, 2nd SUN IN LENT, “Lessons from Exodus”    1 Corinthians 10:1-13    
              Maturity / Growth

March 19, MIDWEEK LENT 2                   “Marked”                               Isaiah 44:1-5
LENT

March 22-23, 3rd SUN IN LENT, “God’s Word with Teeth”              Ezekiel 33:7-20   
               God’s Word of Law / Grace

March 26, MIDWEEK LENT 3,  “Breaking Down the Gates”                Isaiah 45:1-8
LENT 

March 29-30, 4th SUN IN LENT,        “Prodigal God”                  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32    
                 God’s Faithfulness / Our Sin 

 PRIVATE COMMUNION
Pastor continues to offer private

Communion for anyone who wishes to
have Communion. Please call the church

office for an appointment.

SHUT-IN CALLS
We have around 30 people who are

designated as shut-ins in our
congregation. Pastor and Walt & Lorna
Smith are keeping in contact with our

members. If the shut-in person is
comfortable having a home visit,

arrangements will be made for this visit.

PASTOR’S SERMONS
If you missed a sermon, you can find it on our YouTube channel, on
our webpage (www.stjohndefiance.com) and on our Podcast site. 

Google search: st john lutheran church defiance ohio youtube. Then
subscribe to St. John channel to get notified when we are

broadcasting “live”. 
LINK TO OUR WEBPAGE 

https://www.stjohndefiance.com/sermons-2/
LINK TO OUR PODCAST

https://www.buzzsprout.com/54964
Put your favorite podcast app on your phone and listen to the

sermons any time of day. 
Our service is broadcast a week later on the radio on Sunday at 9:30

a.m. on WONO 1280 AM and on WZOM 105.7 FM at 8:00 a.m. 



Bible Study Opportunities - Led by Pastor Mews
How Jesus Changed the World
based on the book by Christopher Hudson This class takes an in-depth look at
Jesus’ influence on every part of our world and life. All is provided. All are welcome!
We gather each Wednesday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. 
March classes; Wednesday, March 5, 12, 19 and 26. 
“ISAIAH”
This Bible study is over the book of Isaiah and it meets from 10:00-11:30 A.M. in the
Fellowship Room. The book and class theme is “To keep the people in eager
anticipation of Christ!” Feel free to join us. All is provided. Our outreach ministry is to
the PATH Center of Defiance. 
Winter “Life with God ”
This class continues for those desiring to become communicant members of St.
John Lutheran Church, those desiring to renew their faith, or those who wish to
“check out” the basic teachings of Christianity and Lutheranism. We encourage
every member to attend once every five years. Watch for more details or share
with Pastor Mews dates and times that are best for you.

Middle School Bible Study - Led by Mr. Gerken & Mr. Fritz 
Youth in 4th-8th grades are welcome to meet in the youth room downstairs two
Sundays a month for a Bible Study led alternately between Mr. Britt Gerken and Mr.
Austin Fritz. The March classes meet on March 16th and March 30th in the
downstairs Youth room.
FOUR-WEEK LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: The Promise and Power of Easter
We are hosting a new four-week Lenten Bible Study, “The Promise and Power of
Easter” beginning on Sunday, March 23rd.  We are offering different options. Phil
Rohlf will be hosting the class on Sundays at 10 am in the Fellowship Room. Krystle
Clark and Megan Fritz will be hosting the class on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm and
Pastor Mews will be hosting the class on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm. If you would
like to join one of these Bible studies, please sign up in the lower hallway as we
need to order books for the class. Thank you.



Bible Studies
SUNDAY-10:00 a.m.

Phil Rohlf — “The Promise and Power
of Easter” A four-week Lenten Bible
Study in the Fellowship Room on the
right

Sandy Gyurnek — “Anxious for
Nothing” by Max Lucado 

in the Fellowship Room on the left

Jeff Rohlf — Bible study based on the
movie: “Overcomer”

 in the Adult Ed A Room

Faye Luhring - “Hebrews” 
Dolena Bergman Room 

TUESDAYS AT TEN BIBLE STUDY
 meets every Tuesday 

at 10:00 a.m.

The Women’s Knit and Study group
meets the second and fourth

Tuesdays of the month at 1:00 p.m.

Hand Bells meet on Wednesdays at
5:45 p.m. The Senior Choir

practices every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Requests
Please let the church office know of any

prayer requests. Call 419.782.5766 or
email church.office@stjohntigers.com.

For the Prayer Chain, please contact
Judy or Penny via phone, text, or email

if you have a prayer request, an
addition, a correction, or any feedback

for the Prayer Chain Warriors to
include in their prayers. Judy Detter
(detterjudy@gmail.com), text Judy:

419.783.7032. Penny Mueller
(pennym41@gmail.com) text Penny:

419.304.5768



He / she must be willing to establish a faith-filled environment, demonstrate knowledge of content,
facilitate learning for all students following the prescribed curriculum, model Gospel values, and
be a contributing member of our professional learning and Christian community. Contact Kristina
Phipps, Principal, at 419-782-1751 or principal.sjl@stjohntigers.com for more information. 

Thank you for all you do to support the school community!! 

Blessings, 

Kristina Phipps, Principal 

Registration is up and running as we accept applications for next school year for the following
ages and grades: 

Preschool 2 - This class is for two year olds with a grown-up and is offered one-half
day per week. 
Preschool 3 - Parents can choose to send their three year old child two days, three
days, or five days per week. 
Preschool 4 - The children in this age group can attend three days or five days per
week. 
 Our kindergarten is an all day program that meets five days per week. 
 We have first grade, and we are re-opening our second grade program for next year. 

For parents of preschoolers three years and older, if you are interested in a full day program, we
offer educational enrichment before and after our preschool sessions in the Tiger’s Den for an
additional fee per day. Tiger’s Den is also available for school-age students who attend St. John
Lutheran and other schools in the area. 

Keep in mind that we have different grant and scholarship opportunities available to help pay
tuition fees for both the preschool and the school age programs. Registration packets are
available in the school office. 

I am especially excited to share more information about our Round-Up Rodeo Open House on
March 15 from 1:00 - 3:00 PM. We have carnival games, ice cream, snow cones, and popcorn,
and a John Deere look-alike bouncy house for the kids. Different ministry programs from our
church, such as our Sunday School, Cross Training, Youth Group, Food Pantry, Bible Studies,
and more will have information to share at our mini Info Fair. The Health Department, NOCAC,
the Ohio OSU Extension Services, the Defiance Public Library, Help Me Grow and other
organizations will also be there with goodies to pass out to our families. We’ve included a flyer
about the Open House that you can share with friends and family. Please sign up to help on the
enclosed form and return to the school or church office. 

Last but not least - please help me spread the word: For the 2025-2026 school year, St. John
Lutheran School in Defiance, OH, is seeking a primary elementary teacher, an individual who will
embrace our mission which is to follow Christ’s example, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
prepare children for a life of discipleship by helping them grow in faith, knowledge, and character 
as he / she exemplifies Christian living and Lutheran Doctrine in and out of the classroom. 

From the Desk of Kristina Phipps
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DEBORAH S. MAXEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
(High School Senior)

St. John Lutheran Church & School
Defiance, OH 

DEBORAH S. MAXEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 

Name in Full: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Parent(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher Level Goal: [ ] Elementary [ ] Secondary or _____________________________________ 

College: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

*Written Essay (250 words or fewer) *Must be submitted with application 
Topic: “What impact did being a student at St. John Lutheran have on my life?” 

Date: ____________________ 

Signature of Student: __________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent or Guardian: _________________________________________________ 

St. John Lutheran Church and School of Defiance is establishing this Scholarship Program to support 
and encourage a high school senior preferably entering the field of education. It is NOT a requirement 
that the applicant is entering the field of education. 

This Scholarship shall consist of a grant, the amount of which shall be determined annually by the 
Deborah S. Maxey Scholarship Committee under the following terms of agreement: 

1. The student must have attended St. John Lutheran School for at least 3 years from 
Kindergarten to Eighth Grade. 

2. The student must be a freshman this fall, enrolled and accepted in a college of their 
choice for an undergraduate program. 

The Deborah S. Maxey Scholarship committee consists of a principal, a teacher, and a Maxey family 
member appointed by the chairman of the St. John Endowment Committee. The grant will be presented 
at the student's high school awards assembly, if possible. 

This scholarship grant shall be remitted to a student upon verification of enrollment into an 
undergraduate program. 
Application for this scholarship should be submitted by the student to the church office by April 6. 



Faye Luhring invites to you join a group of ladies who
pray for not only our congregation and its members, but
also our community and world affairs. They meet every
other Monday at 9:00 a.m. at 274 Wilson St. This month
they meet March 3rd and 17th from 9 - 10 am. For more
information, please call Faye at 419-782-0153.

Moms in 
TOUCH

MEN’S PROJECT TEAM
The winter has been cold, snowy, just plain no fun. But things are about to change for
some of us...blood…sweat…tears. The Men’s Project Team will be gathering on
Saturday, April 5th, at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Room. The team will meet to discuss
the projects around the church, school and the Clothes Closet. We will also be
discussing leadership, talent, and time schedules for projects. The Project Team is
not all blood, sweat and tears, but a time of fellowship, to get to know your fellow
Christian and sometimes solving the world’s problems. In the past the Team has had
coffee and sometimes donuts while breaking down the work list, dividing the work
load according to talents. This format has worked pretty well. God has given every
human being a gift or talent to use for His purposes. “As each has received a gift, use
it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace” ( 1 Peter 4:10 ).
I look forward to meeting and enjoying everyone’s company as we share fellowship.  
-Thom Kent

 At our baptism, we were brought into God’s family, adopted as daughters and sons. Jesus was

publicly recognized as God’s Son at His baptism - God called Him “Beloved” and what better name

could be given to Jesus? Jesus came from Heaven to save us from our sins, so we may be with Him

forever in Heaven. 

ACT (Adult Cross Training) class is beginning an exciting study about Jesus 

as the Servant of the Lord. We will be using selected devotions written by 

Dr Kari Voe of The Lutheran Hour Ministries. Dr. Voe speaks to us in a way that

we can relate the Lenten teachings to our everyday lives. 

We invite you to join us on Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:15 in Adult Ed. Room A.

We will dismiss early so anyone who wishes to attend the Wednesday evening services may do so.

Join us for one study or the entire series, you are always welcome!



The Clothes Closet
located across the street from the school, continues to provide gently

used clothing at an affordable price to our community. The Clothes
Closet is open on Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on

Fridays from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. If you have a donation, you may
drop it off on Monday or Tuesday from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. or during the

times we are open. Bring donations and come on in and do a little
shopping.  The CLothes Closet took in  $18,603.34 in 2024. We also

helped 60 families with 110 bags of free clothing.  The Clothes Closet
donated $1,000 to the Defiance Furniture Bank, $1,000 to Operation

K.A.V.I.C (Keller Assists Veterans In Crisis), and  $50 a month towards
missions.  We also funded the ramp out in front of the Clothes Closet.
If anyone would be interested in volunteering at the Clothes Closet,

please call Sharon Keller at 419.782.2639.

We served 79 households or 246 people the month of January.
We distributed 378 bags of food worth $5,670. For the month of
February if you would like to donate items we could use the
following, egg noodles, ramen noodles, tomato sauce, chicken
or beef broth. Thank you to everyone who continues to give of
their time, talent and treasures maintaining the food pantry.
Information will be published in the church bulletin and in the
Epistle for the Letter Carriers’ Stamp OutHunger ® Food Drive,
Saturday, May 10, 2025



Outreach Ministry seeks to share the Gospel of Christ within and outside of our walls to
proclaim Jesus and the ministry of our church and school locally, nationally and globally.

Guest bags are currently being distributed to guests attending our services. Included in each
bag is a note, a Bible, a mug, a refrigerator magnet and certificates for tours of the
church/school as well as a free Thrivent t-shirt. 

Outreach will have a presence at the school’s Roundup Rodeo on March 15. The Rodeo is a
community event that welcomes families to learn more about the school and church.

The committee continues to plan and organize events for 2025.  

The Outreach Ministry Committee meets on the first Tuesday of each month to plan
additional opportunities to be more welcoming to worshippers and be more visible in the
community. Anyone who is interested to learn more is welcome to attend.

Additional information regarding this ministry is available by contacting Mike Saxton at 419-
393-2513 or Pastor Mews at 419-782-5766.

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Epistle – March 2025

LADIES AID
During this Lent please let us remember John 1:1:  “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Remember that Jesus died for
our sins and He rose from the dead and sits at the right hand of God our Father. No
matter what it seems like, God is in control.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Ladies Aid will be doing the Ash Wednesday Lenten Meal
on March 5, 2025 from 5pm to 7pm. The menu is lasagna, salad, bread sticks, and
desserts. Plan on coming to enjoy the meal before the evening service and support
the Ladies Aid. We will also be doing a bake sale sometime before Easter. Watch
the bulletin for further details. 



 

Scouting News
February 2025

There are new Care Notes available in the Bergman Resource Room:
 Take One – Take Heart; Give One – 

Give Hope Working Your Way Through  Crisis
 

  Additional titles have been placed in the Caring Ministry Resource 
  Room in the Work Room.  Please take one for you or give to a friend.

 
 Notes now available:

  “Angry? Lonely? Anxious? Dealing With Difficult Emotions”
  “What Grieving Does to the Body”

  “Living With Cancer – A Day at a Time”
  “Keeping Up Your Spirits in the Hospital”

  “What Everyone Should Know About Dementia”
  “Finding God in Pain or Illness”
  “Easing the Burden of Stress”
  “Parenting a Troubled Teen”

  “Grieving the Loss of a Good Friend”

CARE NOTES

Scout Sunday, where we celebrate our founding date here in America, was a big focus at the beginning of the
month. The Cub Scouts worked on being reverent through their respective religious adventures. They all compared
their differences and likenesses within their religions and got crafty drawing symbols of what religion meant to
them and what they learned. The Boy Scout Troop helped with a service this month by carrying in the flags and the
lighting of the candles. They also spent a meeting discussing what reverence meant to them.

The Pack worked on a service project this month decorating signs and posters for “A Night to Shine”. They learned
what it was about and how to make the night extra special for all involved. In March they will be very busy. They
will be helping with “Scouting for Food” the first two weekends in March. Don’t forget to put out your bags for them
to collect the second weekend in March! They also will have their Pinewood Derby mid-March. We will keep you
posted! If anyone would like to be a judge, please get hold of me. We will need three judges.

The Boy Scout Troop will also be taking part in “Scouting for Food” covering the whole south side of Defiance. The
food collected will go to add stock to St. John Food Pantry. We had a great time bowling at South 66 lanes. They
bowled for an hour as teams and competed individually as well. They also played pool and just hung out together.
They will be assisting with Pinewood Derby for the Cub Scouts and sharpening scout skills.

The Troop extends their thanks to all who have dropped off pop cans and newspapers in the garage in the south
parking lot. It not only helps with their conservation project of recycling but it has also helped with the cost of their
activities.

Youth and adults are always welcome to attend Pack and Troop activities to learn more about our program. Any
questions can be directed to Stephanie Sindel at 419-438-8268.



March  80+
Fred Schuette     3/1       (80)
Karon Graft        3/6       (83)
Marie Clark        3/14      (84)
Jim Anderson      3/17      (84)
Robert Warncke   3/18      (83)
Jean Lantow       3/21      (81)
Marlene Eberle    3/23      (84)
Phil Rohlf           3/25     (83)
Judith Miller       3/26     (81)

plus

Dave & Dottie Goldenetz   March 5th         (48)
Charlie & Janet Koch           March 6th         (66)
John & Mary Goldenetz      March 14th        (60)
Tony & Carrie Homier           March 24th       (41)
Joe & Pam Morisey                 March 28th       (44)



2025 Lenten Services
March 5thMarch 5th    Ash WednesdayAsh Wednesday      1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
March 12thMarch 12th                                                                                      1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
March 19thMarch 19th                                                                                      1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
March 26thMarch 26th                                                                                    1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
April 2ndApril 2nd                                                                                                1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
April 9thApril 9th                                                                                                  1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
April 17th Maundy ThursdayApril 17th Maundy Thursday                                                          7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m.
April 18th Good FridayApril 18th Good Friday                                  1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.1:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
April 19thApril 19th    Easter VigilEaster Vigil                                                                                          5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.
April 20th Easter SundayApril 20th Easter Sunday                      9:00 a.m. & 11:0 a.m.9:00 a.m. & 11:0 a.m.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
655 WAYNE AVENUE
DEFIANCE, OH 43512

www.stjohndefiance.com
419.782.5766



LENT
2025 LENTEN MEALS
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

MARCH 5TH, ASH WED. LADIES AID: LASAGNA DINNER 
MARCH 12TH, 419 MINISTRY: SPAGHETTI DINNER 
MARCH 19TH, YOUTH GROUP: CHICKEN SANDWICHES & CHIPS
MARCH 26TH, SCHOOL BOARD: TACO BAR 
APRIL 2ND, ELDERS: SLOPPY JOE SANDWICHES & CHIPS 
APRIL 9TH, BOY SCOUTS: SOUP & SANDWICH SUPPER




